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	Project name:
	Control of hazardous substances in the Baltic Sea Region; COHIBA


Minutes from the training: 

Control of hazardous substances in the Baltic Sea Region
23.09.2011
Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection (GIOŚ), 

Warsaw, Poland 
Participants: List of participants attached (11 persons)

Main goals of the training:

· To raise the knowledge of the target group about hazardous substances in the water environment focusing on 11 substances of specific concern to the Baltic Sea based on HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan; 
· Presentation of biotest results obtained under the COHIBA project.

Target group:

Inspectors from the Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection.
Discussion issues:

· Opening and introduction (Lucyna Dygas – Ciołkowska from the Department of Environmental Monitoring and Information, Poland)
Ms. L. Dygas - Ciołkowska opened the training and presented the goals of the State Environmental Monitoring in Poland and the agenda of the meeting.

· Results of chemical analyses performed under the COHIBA project                 (U. Zielonka, IETU, Poland)

Ms. U. Zielonka made an introduction to the COHIBA project. She presented project results concerning concentrations of hazardous substances in samples from Polish case studies (effluents from municipal and industrial wastewater treatment plants, stormwater, landfill leachate, sewage sludge). She emphasized that the maximum concentration of some substances were above EQS.

· Results of biotests from the COHIBA project ( D. Mielżyńska - Švach, IETU, Poland)

Ms. D. Mielżyńska – Švach presented results of biotests carried out on samples collected from Polish case studies (effluents from municipal and industrial wastewater treatment plants, stormwater, landfill leachate). She described three biotests for acute toxicity (Vibrio fischeri, Pseudokirchneriella subcapita and Daphnia magna) and one  genotoxicity test (Salomonella tests). Biotest for chronic effects (egg-larvae test of zebrafish and plant growth inhibition), hormonal effects (vitellogenin test) and xenobiotic metabolism (EROD analysis) were applied only to effluents from two municipal wastewater treatment plants. 

· Discussion
The discussion was focused on 11 hazardous substances and acute toxicity biotest for the Baltic Sea waters, which were the subject of the COHIBA project.

Another topic was legislation - national legal acts which regulate the priority substances in the water environment (WFD). The representative of the Department of Environmental Monitoring and Information presented priority substances concentration levels in surface waters (2008 – 2009). According to the Polish law the Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection is obligated to perform an evaluation of the quality of surface waters based on the list of priority substances (33 compounds). The list (Directive 105/2008/EC) does not include some of hazardous substances, which are not monitored. In effluents from wastewater treatment plants only basic parameters are measured. Among hazardous substances only concentrations of cadmium and mercury are regulated by the law.

During the discussion it was pointed out that using biotests in the assessment of effluents’ quality required new legal acts, because at present in Poland the analyses of effluents are   based only on their physical and chemical parameters. In effluents from wastewater treatment plants the acute toxicity to water organisms is not a problem. Results obtained under the COHIBA project indicated that the main problem might be posed by compounds, which have mimic hormonal activity (endocrine disruptor).
· Summarizing the seminar day (Ms. Lucyna Dygas – Ciołkowska)
Ms. Lucyna Dygas – Ciołkowska summarized the seminar.
Main conclusions:

· The Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection is interested in real data on concentrations of hazardous substances analyzed under the COHIBA project and their dissemination;

· Monitoring of these substances and application of biotests depends on legal regulations;

· Guidelines (Recommendations) for including the selected hazardous substances in the regular monitoring and the use of biotests resulting from the research carried out under the COHIBA project can constitute the basis for establishing new legal regulations.  

IETU, Poland 

Name of the responsible project partner organization:

24. 09. 2011
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Date and signature of the Organizer (responsible project partner organization):

JANUSZ KRUPANEK, COHIBA COORDINATOR IN POLAND
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