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Laureates of the 10th Polish Ecology Leader competition under the auspices of the Minister of the
Environment were awarded at a ceremony in Dramatyczny Theatre in Warsaw on October 17.
Polish President Lech Kaczynski was the honorary patron of the competition.
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Laureates of the 10th edition of the Polish Ecology Competition under ~“ .~ _ i
the auspices of the Minister of the Environment: HONOURABLE MENTIONS -
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Urban-rural commune

« Niepolomice, Malopolskie province - for activities
for the sustainable development of the commune

« Kozienice, Mazowieckie province — for activities
for the sustainable development of the commune

Rural commune

« Bierawa, Opolskie province - for comprehensive
activities in the area of environmental protection

« Strawczyn. Swigtokrzyskie province - for environ-
mental protection activities in the commune

County

« Wagrowiec, Wielkopolskie province - for thermal
improvements to public utility buildings in the
county

No honourable mention was awarded in the union

of communes category.

ENTERPRISE CATEGORY

Production enterprise

« Baterpol Sp. z 0.0.. Katowice, Slaskie province -
for the recycling of components of used lead-
acid batteries containing sulphur

Service enterprise

« Aqua SA. Bielsko-Biala, Slgskie province - for in-
novative projects designed to reduce the impact
of the enterprise on the environment

« Regional State Forest Authority in Bialystok,
Bialystok, Podlaskie province - for using Bialowies-
ka Forest to meet the needs of today's society

PRODUCT CATEGORY

Products

« Przedsiebiorstwo  Gospodarki  Komunalinej
Sp. z 0.0. PGK Koszalin, Zachodniopomorskie
province — for managing sludge and organic
wastes from green area maintenance and con-
servation

+ Engorem Sp. 2 0.0., t6dZ, todzkie province — for
the ENGO-01 heat pump

No honourable mention was awarded in the Tech-

nologies and Equipment categories

SPECIAL AWARD

« Foundation for the Protection of
Great Mazurian Lakes, Gizycko, L
Warminsko-Mazurskie province-for | | D E R
the protection of the natural environ-  POLSKIE)
ment of the Great Mazurian Lakes.  EKOLOGI

State Environmental Council of Poland (PROS)
- a Member of European Environment
and Sustainable Development Advisory
Councils Network (EEAC)

PROS was established in the mid-1980s as
the consulting body to the Palish Prime Minister,
Aiter the political and economic changes of
1989. it became an advisory council of the Minis-
ter of the Environment and an obligatory body
specified in the Environmental Law of 2001.

In the transition period of the 1990s, PROS
provided abundant critical advice helping to
make important decisions conceming large-
scale investments potentially in conflict with the
environment. The most important PROS aclivities
in the past 2001-2006 term were connected with
adjusting Polish environmental law to European
Union reguirements, boih prior and after the ac-
cession date.

The Council nominated for the current 2007-
2013 term consists of 24 members including the
Presidium (Professors: Piotr Paschalis-Jakubow-
icz and Maciej Sadowski — Deputy-Chairs, Jan
Zelazo - Secretary, Edward Garscia - Member
and myself as the Chair).

The links established with the network of cor-
responding European environmental councils
have played an important role in achieving the
above mentioned goals

The EEAC is arowing network bringing to-
gether national advisory councils of various char-
acter and independence from governmental insti-
futions. Some countries such as the UK, Germany,
the Netherlands and a few others have more than
one advisory councils. Others are in the process of
applying to become a full member - France, Spain,
Croatia. Belgium (the third council applying), the
Czech Republic, Siovakia and others.

Once a full member of the Network (2002),
PROS adjusted its internal structure to the
EEAC working groups
composition. The ap-

proaching date of Poland's accession to the Eu-
ropean Union provided the encouragement o
run for the organization of the EEAC Annual Ple-
nary Session and Conference. The positive deci-
sion by the EEAC Steering Committee allowed
PROS to organize the annual summil in Warsaw
in 2006.

Sustainable forest management was select-
ed as the subject of the 14th EEAC Annual Con-
ference as an introduction to the topic of the
summit of European forestry ministers to be
hosted by the Polish Minister of the Environment
in Warsaw in November 2007. The minister
sponsored the publication of a booklet regarded
both as an informal report on the 14th Annual
Plenary Session and Conterence of the EEAC
Network, as well as a selection of information
presenling the achievements of Poland in sus-
tainable forestry economy, protection of biodi-
versity and recovery of unique nature-species in
this counlry (see the EEAC home page at:
www.eeac-net org (annual conferences)).

The EEAC internal structure, mirrored by
PROS, consists of six Working Groups: Agricul-
ture, Biodiversity, Energy & Environment, Environ-
mental Govemance, Marine (Water) and Sustain-
able Development. The WG E&E was responsible
for an annual conference on “Energy Efficiency -
Key Pillar for a Competiive Secure and Sustain-
able Europe™ hosted by the Portuguese council
(CNADS) and co-organized by the German coun-
¢il (SRU) in the city of Evora in October 2007.

The international network has elaborated nu-
merous important documents among them the
medium-term EEAC Strategy (until 2015), which
will be the starting point for the programme of the
2008 annual conference on Europe in the Longer
View to be held in Bordeaux, France.

Tomasz Winnicki is PROS Chairman, Professor of environmental science
and engineering, member of the European Academy of Sciences & Arts and
the Ukrainian Academy of Technical Sciences, the Honorary Chair of Rec-
tors' Conference of Public Colleges of Poland, holder of an honorary doc-
torate of Czestochowa University of Technology.




